
Unveiling the Expansion of EU Power in
Public Health and Health Care: An Oxford
Studies Treatise
:

The European Union (EU) has steadily expanded its influence in the realm
of public health and health care over the past decades. The book, "The
Expansion of EU Power in Public Health and Health Care," published
by Oxford Studies, provides a comprehensive analysis of this phenomenon,
exploring its multifaceted dimensions and implications.
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Tracing the historical trajectory of EU involvement, the book reveals how
the Union's health competence, initially limited to the establishment of
minimum standards for workers' protection, has gradually evolved to
encompass a broader spectrum of public health and health care policies.

Key Drivers of Expansion:

The book identifies several key drivers behind the expansion of EU power
in this domain:

Economic Integration: The single market and free movement of
goods and people have necessitated the harmonization of health
standards and regulations.

Epidemics and Cross-BFree Download Health Threats: The
emergence of SARS, influenza, and other infectious diseases
highlighted the need for coordinated EU action.
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Globalization and Health Inequalities: The EU has recognized the
global interconnectedness of health challenges and the importance of
addressing health disparities.

Institutional Framework and Policy Instruments:

The book examines the institutional framework and policy instruments
through which the EU exercises its power in public health and health care.
These include:

Treaties: The Treaties of Maastricht, Amsterdam, and Lisbon have
provided the legal basis for EU action in this area.

Regulations and Directives: The EU has adopted numerous
regulations and directives setting minimum standards for health and
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safety, consumer protection, and patient rights.

Health Programs and Funding: The EU supports public health
initiatives and research through dedicated programs such as Horizon
2020 and the European Social Fund.

Agencies and Committees: Specialized agencies like the European
Medicines Agency and the European Centre for Disease Prevention
and Control provide scientific advice and assist in policy
implementation.

Impact and Assessment:

The book assesses the impact of EU power expansion on public health and
health care systems in Europe. It highlights both positive developments,
such as improved coordination, shared learning, and access to innovative
therapies, as well as challenges, including potential loss of national
autonomy and budgetary constraints.

:

"The Expansion of EU Power in Public Health and Health Care" offers
a timely and nuanced exploration of a complex and evolving area. It
provides scholars, policymakers, and health professionals with a valuable
resource for understanding the drivers, mechanisms, and consequences of
EU involvement in public health and health care. By critically analyzing this
expansion, the book contributes to ongoing debates on the balance
between national sovereignty and supranational cooperation in shaping
health policy.
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