
Unlocking the History of Anthropology: A
Comprehensive Journey Through
Anthropological Theory
Anthropology is the study of humanity. It encompasses a wide range of
topics, from human evolution to social and cultural practices.
Anthropological theory provides a framework for understanding these
diverse aspects of human existence.

The History of Anthropological Theory, Sixth Edition, is a comprehensive
overview of the development of anthropological thought. This book traces
the evolution of anthropological theory from its origins in the Enlightenment
to its contemporary expressions.
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The book is divided into four parts:

1. The Enlightenment and the Birth of Anthropology
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2. The Nineteenth Century: Evolutionism and Social Anthropology

3. The Twentieth Century: Functionalism, Structuralism, and
Interpretive Anthropology

4. Contemporary Anthropological Theory

Each part of the book provides an in-depth examination of a particular
period in the history of anthropological theory. The book is written in a clear
and concise style, making it accessible to students and scholars alike.

Key Features

Comprehensive overview of the development of anthropological theory

Detailed analysis of key theoretical concepts and debates

In-depth examination of the work of major anthropologists

Clear and concise writing style

Extensive bibliography and index

Benefits

Gain a deep understanding of the history of anthropological theory

Develop a critical understanding of key theoretical concepts and
debates

Become familiar with the work of major anthropologists

Enhance your research and writing skills

Prepare for a career in anthropology

Author



The History of Anthropological Theory, Sixth Edition, is written by Robert H.
Winthrop, Professor of Anthropology at Boston University. Dr. Winthrop is a
leading anthropologist and historian of anthropology. He has written
extensively on the history of anthropological theory, and his work has been
translated into multiple languages.

Reviews

"The History of Anthropological Theory, Sixth Edition, is an essential
resource for students and scholars of anthropology. Winthrop provides a
comprehensive and insightful overview of the development of
anthropological thought. This book is a must-read for anyone interested in
understanding the history and foundations of anthropology."—Professor
Clifford Geertz, Princeton University

"Winthrop's History of Anthropological Theory is a magisterial work. It is the
most comprehensive and up-to-date overview of the development of
anthropological theory available. This book is essential reading for anyone
interested in the history of anthropology or in the study of human culture
and society."—Professor Marshall Sahlins, University of Chicago
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Very Short Introductions: A Gateway to
Knowledge Unleashed
In the realm of academia, where vast oceans of information await
exploration, Very Short s (VSIs) emerge as a beacon of clarity and
accessibility. These concise yet...
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Born on the Third of July is a powerful and poignant memoir that
chronicles the author's experiences as a young man drafted into the
Vietnam War and...
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