
The Great War and the Remaking of Palestine:
Uncovering the Hidden History
The Great War, also known as World War I, raged across Europe and
beyond from 1914 to 1918. Its impact was felt far and wide, including in the
Middle East. Palestine, a region that had been under Ottoman rule for
centuries, was profoundly transformed by the war's events.

In this article, we explore the multifaceted ways in which the Great War
reshaped Palestine. We examine the geopolitical shifts, the rise of
nationalism, and the social and economic changes that occurred during this
tumultuous period.
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The Fall of the Ottoman Empire and the British Mandate

The Ottoman Empire, which had ruled over Palestine for over four
centuries, found itself on the losing side of the Great War. In 1917, British
forces captured Jerusalem, marking the end of Ottoman rule in the region.
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After the war, the League of Nations granted Britain a mandate over
Palestine. This mandate gave Britain authority to administer the territory
and prepare it for eventual independence.

The Rise of Nationalism

The Great War played a significant role in the rise of nationalism in
Palestine. Both Arab and Jewish nationalists saw the war as an opportunity
to advance their aspirations for self-determination.

Arab nationalists, influenced by the pan-Arabist movement, sought to
create a united Arab state that would include Palestine. Jewish nationalists,
inspired by Zionism, aimed to establish a Jewish homeland in Palestine.

The Balfour Declaration and the Growth of Zionism

In 1917, the British government issued the Balfour Declaration, which
expressed support for the establishment of a Jewish homeland in
Palestine. This declaration had a profound impact on the future of the
region.

The Balfour Declaration encouraged Jewish immigration to Palestine and
led to the growth of the Zionist movement. Jewish settlers began to arrive
in Palestine in increasing numbers, acquiring land and establishing new
settlements.

Arab Resistance and the Palestinian Revolt

The growth of Zionism and the influx of Jewish settlers into Palestine
sparked Arab resistance. Many Arabs feared that the establishment of a
Jewish state would threaten their land, rights, and way of life.



In 1936, a widespread revolt broke out against British rule and Jewish
immigration. The revolt was brutally suppressed by the British, but it
demonstrated the growing strength of Arab nationalism in Palestine.

Social and Economic Changes

The Great War and its aftermath also brought significant social and
economic changes to Palestine. The war disrupted traditional trade routes
and agricultural practices, leading to economic hardship for many
Palestinians.

The of British rule and the influx of foreign capital led to the development of
new industries and infrastructure in Palestine. However, these
developments often benefited the urban population more than the rural
population.

The Legacy of the Great War

The Great War and its aftermath had a lasting impact on Palestine. The fall
of the Ottoman Empire and the rise of British rule created new political and
social dynamics in the region.

The Balfour Declaration and the growth of Zionism set the stage for the
future Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Arab resistance and the Palestinian
Revolt demonstrated the strength of Arab nationalism.

The social and economic changes brought about by the war and British rule
laid the foundation for Palestine's modern development.

The Great War was a pivotal moment in the history of Palestine. It triggered
a series of events that reshaped the region's political, social, and economic



landscape.

The legacy of the Great War continues to resonate in Palestine today.
Understanding this history is essential for comprehending the complex
challenges and opportunities facing the region.
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Very Short Introductions: A Gateway to
Knowledge Unleashed
In the realm of academia, where vast oceans of information await
exploration, Very Short s (VSIs) emerge as a beacon of clarity and
accessibility. These concise yet...
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Born on the Third of July: An Unforgettable
Journey of Resilience, Courage, and Hope
Born on the Third of July is a powerful and poignant memoir that
chronicles the author's experiences as a young man drafted into the
Vietnam War and...
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