
The Early History Center for American Places:
Unlocking the Secrets of the American
Landscape
Nestled amidst the rolling hills of Santa Barbara County, California, the
Center for American Places (CAP) stands as a testament to the enduring
power of place. Founded in 1980 by renowned landscape architect Ian
McHarg, CAP has dedicated over four decades to unraveling the intricate
tapestry of America's human and natural landscapes.
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The Birth of a Visionary Idea

In the early 1970s, McHarg emerged as a visionary in the field of landscape
architecture. His seminal work, "Design with Nature," espoused the
principle that humans should live in harmony with their environment.
Inspired by the writings of Aldo Leopold, Rachel Carson, and other
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environmental pioneers, McHarg sought to create a center that would
explore the relationship between people and their place.

In 1980, with the support of a generous grant from the National Endowment
for the Humanities, CAP was born. Its mission was clear: to understand the
cultural, historical, and environmental forces that have shaped America's
landscapes and to use that knowledge to create more sustainable and
livable communities.

Pioneering Research: The American Landscape Project

In 1985, CAP embarked on its most ambitious project to date: the American
Landscape Project. Led by McHarg and a team of interdisciplinary
scholars, this pioneering study sought to create a comprehensive
cartographic history of the American landscape.

Over a period of five years, the team scoured historical maps, letters,
photographs, and other archival materials to reconstruct the evolution of
America's natural and cultural features. The result was a groundbreaking
atlas of 48 maps, each telling a unique story about the shaping of America.

A Legacy of Preservation and Advocacy

Beyond its groundbreaking research, CAP has also been instrumental in
the preservation and protection of America's historic landscapes. The
organization has worked to establish numerous historic districts,
conservation easements, and other protective measures.

Through its advocacy efforts, CAP has influenced policies and programs at
the local, state, and national levels. Its work has helped shape land use



planning, historic preservation, and environmental protection initiatives
across the country.

The Value of Place

At the heart of CAP's work is the belief that places have intrinsic value.
Landscapes are not merely scenery but repositories of history, culture, and
environmental significance. They are the places where we live, work, and
play.

By understanding the complex relationships between people and place,
CAP empowers communities to make informed decisions about the future
of their landscapes. The organization's research and advocacy help ensure
that future generations will inherit a legacy of well-preserved and vibrant
places.

The Early History Center for American Places stands as a beacon of
innovation and a testament to the enduring importance of place. Through
its groundbreaking research, advocacy efforts, and unwavering
commitment to preservation, CAP has played a vital role in shaping our
understanding of America's landscapes and inspiring generations to
steward them for the future.

As we navigate the challenges of the 21st century, the work of the Center
for American Places remains as relevant as ever. Its research and insights
are essential for creating sustainable communities, preserving our cultural
heritage, and safeguarding the natural beauty that defines America.
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Very Short Introductions: A Gateway to
Knowledge Unleashed
In the realm of academia, where vast oceans of information await
exploration, Very Short s (VSIs) emerge as a beacon of clarity and
accessibility. These concise yet...
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Born on the Third of July is a powerful and poignant memoir that
chronicles the author's experiences as a young man drafted into the
Vietnam War and...
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