
Silencing Student Voices: How Schools and
Courts Subvert Students First Amendment
Rights
In the United States, the First Amendment of the Constitution guarantees
all citizens the right to freedom of speech, assembly, and petition. These
rights are essential for a free and democratic society, and they are
especially important for students.

Students are not only the future of our country, but they are also its present
voice. They should be able to express their opinions and beliefs without
fear of censorship or punishment. However, in recent years, there has been
a growing trend of schools and courts suppressing student speech.
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This is a dangerous trend that threatens the very foundation of our
democracy. If students are not able to speak out, they will not be able to
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participate fully in our society. They will not be able to hold their
government accountable, or to fight for the causes they believe in.

Schools

The most common place where student speech is suppressed is in
schools. School administrators often fear that student speech will be
disruptive or controversial. As a result, they may try to censor student
speech before it is ever uttered.

For example, in 2015, a high school in California banned students from
wearing clothing with the Confederate flag. The school administrators
argued that the flag was a symbol of racism and hate, and that it would be
disruptive to allow students to wear it. However, a federal court ruled that
the school's ban was unconstitutional. The court found that the Confederate
flag is a symbol of speech, and that students have the right to wear clothing
with it, even if it is offensive to some people.

Another common way that schools suppress student speech is by
punishing students who speak out against the school administration. For
example, in 2016, a high school in Florida suspended a student for wearing
a T-shirt that said "Black Lives Matter." The school administrators argued
that the student's shirt was disruptive, and that it violated the school's dress
code. However, a federal court ruled that the school's suspension was
unconstitutional. The court found that the student's shirt was a form of
political speech, and that the school could not punish him for wearing it.

Courts

School administrators are not the only ones who are suppressing student
speech. Courts are also playing a role in this trend. In recent years, courts



have ruled that schools have a right to restrict student speech that is
disruptive or harmful.

For example, in 2007, the Supreme Court ruled that schools can ban
student speech that is "lewd, obscene, or plainly offensive." This ruling has
been used by schools to justify banning a wide range of student speech,
including speech that is critical of the school administration or that
expresses unpopular opinions.

Another way that courts are suppressing student speech is by upholding
school policies that require students to get permission before they can
speak out. For example, in 2010, a federal court upheld a school policy that
required students to get permission from the principal before they could
distribute flyers on school property. The court found that this policy was
necessary to prevent students from distributing flyers that were disruptive
or harmful.

The Impact of Suppressing Student Speech

The trend of suppressing student speech is having a negative impact on
our democracy. When students are not able to speak out, they are not able
to participate fully in our society. They are not able to hold their government
accountable, or to fight for the causes they believe in.

In addition, suppressing student speech is also creating a climate of fear in
schools. Students are afraid to speak out for fear of being punished. This is
leading to a decrease in student engagement and a decline in civic
participation.

What Can Be Done?



So, what can be done to stop the trend of suppressing student speech?
First, we need to educate school administrators and judges about the First
Amendment rights of students. Second, we need to create policies that
protect student speech. Third, we need to support students who are
speaking out.

We cannot allow the trend of suppressing student speech to continue. Our
democracy depends on the voices of young people.

The First Amendment rights of students are under attack. Schools and
courts are increasingly suppressing student speech, and this is having a
negative impact on our democracy. We need to take action to stop this
trend, and to protect the rights of our students.
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