
Guide to the 1864 Overland Campaign: From
the Wilderness to Cold Harbor, May-June
The 1864 Overland Campaign was one of the most brutal and bloody
campaigns of the American Civil War. Fought from May to June 1864, the
campaign saw Union General Ulysses S. Grant and Confederate General
Robert E. Lee clash in a series of bloody battles that resulted in tens of
thousands of casualties.

This guide will provide you with a comprehensive overview of the 1864
Overland Campaign, from its origins to its aftermath. We will discuss the
key battles of the campaign, the strategies of the opposing generals, and
the impact of the campaign on the course of the war.
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The 1864 Overland Campaign was the brainchild of Union General Ulysses
S. Grant. Grant had been appointed general-in-chief of the Union armies in
March 1864, and he was determined to win the war by defeating Lee's
Army of Northern Virginia.

Grant's plan was to use his superior numbers to wear down Lee's army
through a series of bloody battles. He believed that by constantly attacking
Lee, he could eventually force him to retreat and give up Richmond, the
Confederate capital.

The Battles of the Overland Campaign

The 1864 Overland Campaign began on May 4, 1864, with the Battle of the
Wilderness. The battle was a bloody stalemate, with both sides suffering
heavy casualties.

After the Battle of the Wilderness, Grant continued to press Lee's army
south. The two armies clashed again at the Battle of Spotsylvania Court
House and the Battle of Cold Harbor.

The Battle of Spotsylvania Court House was another bloody stalemate, but
the Union army managed to flank Lee's army and force him to retreat. The
Battle of Cold Harbor was a disaster for the Union army, with over 7,000
Union soldiers killed or wounded.

The Aftermath of the Overland Campaign

The 1864 Overland Campaign was a costly failure for the Union army.
Grant had failed to defeat Lee's army or capture Richmond. The campaign
also resulted in the deaths of tens of thousands of Union soldiers.



Despite the failure of the Overland Campaign, Grant remained determined
to win the war. He would continue to fight Lee's army, eventually defeating
him at the Battle of Appomattox Court House in April 1865.

The Legacy of the Overland Campaign

The 1864 Overland Campaign is remembered as one of the most brutal
and bloody campaigns of the American Civil War. The campaign resulted in
tens of thousands of casualties and had a significant impact on the course
of the war.

The Overland Campaign is also remembered for its impact on the lives of
the soldiers who fought in it. The soldiers who survived the campaign were
forever changed by their experiences. They witnessed the horrors of war
firsthand and came to understand the true cost of victory.

The Guide to the 1864 Overland Campaign

This guide has provided you with a comprehensive overview of the 1864
Overland Campaign. We have discussed the origins of the campaign, the
key battles, and the aftermath of the campaign.

We hope that this guide has helped you to better understand this important
event in American history.

Further Reading

If you are interested in learning more about the 1864 Overland Campaign,
we recommend the following resources:

* The Overland Campaign: A Military History by Ulysses S. Grant * The
Wilderness Campaign by Edward G. Longacre * The Spotsylvania Court



House Campaign by John J. Hennessy * The Cold Harbor Campaign by
William Marvel
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