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The fight for LGBTQ+ equality has been a long and arduous one. But
through it all, courageous individuals and organizations have stood up to
challenge discriminatory laws and policies, paving the way for a more just
and inclusive society. One of the most important tools in this fight has been
the law.

Lawsuits have played a pivotal role in shaping the legal landscape for
LGBTQ+ rights in the United States. From landmark Supreme Court rulings
to groundbreaking lower court decisions, these cases have set precedents,
overturned harmful laws, and expanded protections for LGBTQ+ people.
Here are five of the most important LGBTQ+ rights lawsuits that have
changed our nation:
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In 1986, the Supreme Court ruled in Bowers v. Hardwick that states
could criminalize consensual same-sex sexual activity. This decision
was a major setback for LGBTQ+ rights, and it served as a
justification for anti-LGBTQ+ discrimination and violence. But it also
galvanized the LGBTQ+ community and its allies, who fought back
against this injustice.
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In 2003, the Supreme Court finally overturned Bowers v. Hardwick in
the landmark case Lawrence v. Texas. This decision was a major
victory for LGBTQ+ rights, and it struck down all remaining state laws
that criminalized same-sex sexual activity.

In 1992, the Colorado state legislature passed Amendment 2, which
prohibited any government entity from enacting laws that protected
LGBTQ+ people from discrimination. This amendment was a blatant
attempt to roll back the progress that had been made on LGBTQ+
rights in Colorado.

A group of LGBTQ+ activists and allies challenged Amendment 2 in
court, and in 1996, the Supreme Court ruled in their favor in Romer v.
Evans. The Court held that Amendment 2 violated the Equal
Protection Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment because it
discriminated against LGBTQ+ people without a legitimate
government interest.
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The decision in Romer v. Evans was a major victory for LGBTQ+
rights, and it struck down similar laws in other states. It also helped to
establish the principle that governments cannot discriminate against

LGBTQ+ people on the basis of their sexual orientation or gender
identity.
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As mentioned earlier, the Supreme Court overturned Bowers v.
Hardwick in 2003 in the landmark case Lawrence v. Texas. This
decision was a major victory for LGBTQ+ rights, and it struck down
all remaining state laws that criminalized same-sex sexual activity.

The decision in Lawrence v. Texas was based on the Due Process
Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment. The Court held that the Texas
law criminalizing same-sex sexual activity violated the Due Process
Clause because it deprived LGBTQ+ people of their liberty without
due process of law.

The decision in Lawrence v. Texas was a major turning point for
LGBTQ+ rights in the United States. It signaled the Court's
willingness to recognize the rights of LGBTQ+ people and to strike
down laws that discriminate against them.
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In 2013, the Supreme Court ruled in Windsor v. United States that
Section 3 of the Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA) was
unconstitutional. DOMA defined marriage as a union between one
man and one woman, and it denied federal benefits to same-sex
couples who were legally married in their states.

The Court held that Section 3 of DOMA violated the Equal Protection
Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment because it discriminated
against same-sex couples without a legitimate government interest.
The Court also held that DOMA violated the Due Process Clause of
the Fifth Amendment because it deprived same-sex couples of their
liberty without due process of law.
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The decision in Windsor v. United States was a major victory for
LGBTQ+ rights, and it paved the way for the legalization of same-sex
marriage nationwide. In 2015, the Supreme Court ruled in Obergefell v.
Hodges that the Constitution guarantees the right of same-sex
couples to marry.
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In 2015, the Supreme Court ruled in Obergefell v. Hodges that the
Constitution guarantees the right of same-sex couples to marry. This
decision was a major victory for LGBTQ+ rights, and it marked the
culmination of a decades-long fight for marriage equality.

The decision in Obergefell v. Hodges was based on the Due Process
Clause and the Equal Protection Clause of the Fourteenth
Amendment. The Court held that the right to marry is a fundamental
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right that cannot be denied to same-sex couples without a compelling
government interest. The Court also held that the states had no
legitimate interest in denying same-sex couples the right to marry.

The decision in Obergefell v. Hodges was a major turning point for
LGBTQ+ rights in the United States. It signaled the Court's full
recognition of the rights of LGBTQ+ people and its commitment to
ending discrimination against them.

These five lawsuits are just a few of the many important LGBTQ+
rights lawsuits that have been filed in the United States. These cases
have played a pivotal role in shaping the legal landscape for LGBTQ+
rights, and they have helped to pave the way for a more just and
equitable society. As we continue to fight for LGBTQ+ equality, we
must remember the sacrifices that have been made by those who
came before us. We must also continue to fight for the full recognition
of the rights of all LGBTQ+ people.
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In the realm of academia, where vast oceans of information await
exploration, Very Short s (VSIs) emerge as a beacon of clarity and
accessibility. These concise yet...
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Journey of Resilience, Courage, and Hope

Born on the Third of July is a powerful and poignant memoir that
chronicles the author's experiences as a young man drafted into the
Vietnam War and...
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