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Can Courts Bring About Social Change? Second Edition is a
comprehensive examination of the role of courts in bringing about social
change. The book explores the history of social change litigation, the
different types of cases that have been brought, and the successes and
failures of these cases. The book also examines the theoretical and
practical challenges of using courts to bring about social change.
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The book is divided into three parts. The first part provides an overview of
the history of social change litigation. The second part examines the
different types of cases that have been brought, including cases involving
civil rights, voting rights, education, employment, and environmental
protection. The third part examines the theoretical and practical challenges
of using courts to bring about social change.

The book concludes that courts can play a significant role in bringing about
social change. However, the book also cautions that courts are not a
panacea for all social problems. Courts can only be effective in bringing
about social change if they are used strategically and if they are supported
by other social change efforts.

The History of Social Change Litigation

The history of social change litigation can be traced back to the early days
of the United States. In the 1830s, abolitionists used the courts to challenge
the Fugitive Slave Act. In the 1890s, labor unions used the courts to
challenge anti-union laws. And in the 1950s and 1960s, the Civil Rights
Movement used the courts to challenge segregation and discrimination.

Social change litigation has been a powerful tool for social change. It has
helped to end slavery, secure the right to vote for women and African
Americans, and protect the environment. However, social change litigation
is not always successful. There have been many cases in which courts
have ruled against social change advocates. And even when courts do rule
in favor of social change, it can take years or even decades for their rulings
to be implemented.

The Different Types of Social Change Cases



There are many different types of social change cases that have been
brought before the courts. Some of the most common types of cases
include:

Civil rights cases: These cases challenge discrimination based on
race, religion, gender, sexual orientation, or national origin.

Voting rights cases: These cases challenge laws that restrict access to
the ballot box.

Education cases: These cases challenge laws and policies that create
inequities in education.

Employment cases: These cases challenge discrimination in
employment.

Environmental protection cases: These cases challenge laws and
policies that harm the environment.

Social change cases can be brought by individuals, groups, or
organizations. They can be filed in state or federal courts. And they can be
based on a variety of legal theories, including the Constitution, statutes,
and common law.

The Successes and Failures of Social Change Litigation

Social change litigation has had a mixed record of success. Some cases
have been very successful in achieving their goals. For example, the Brown
v. Board of Education case led to the desegregation of public schools. And
the Voting Rights Act of 1965 has helped to increase voter turnout among
African Americans.



However, other social change cases have been less successful. For
example, the Supreme Court's decision in Citizens United v. FEC has made
it easier for corporations to spend money on elections. And the Court's
decision in Shelby County v. Holder has weakened the Voting Rights Act.

The success or failure of a social change case depends on a variety of
factors, including the legal arguments that are made, the evidence that is
presented, and the political climate at the time. However, even when social
change cases are not successful in achieving their immediate goals, they
can still raise awareness of important issues and help to build support for
social change.

The Theoretical and Practical Challenges of Using Courts to Bring
About Social Change

There are a number of theoretical and practical challenges to using courts
to bring about social change. One challenge is that courts are not always
well-suited to address complex social problems. Courts are designed to
resolve individual disputes, not to make broad policy changes. And courts
can be slow and expensive, which can make them inaccessible to many
people who need
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